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Description

Thisisan SCA award scroll based on the September calendar page of the Hours of Henry VIII, A French
book of Hours painted circa 1500 for an unknown patron by the illuminator, Jean Poyet, and considered to
be the artist’s masterpiece.

The Exemplar

The Hours of Henry V111 is a deluxe manuscript, made at a time when mass-produced printed and cheaply
hand-painted books of hours were becoming more widely available to the general public. Perons of means
sought to set themselves apart from the masses by commissioning large and lavishly illustrated Hours from
the most renowned illuminators. Jean Poyet was a favored artist of the French court, who painted works for
Louis Xl, Charles VIII, and Louis XII, and counted the French Queen Anne de Bretagne among his
patrons.

Folio 5 of the manuscript is the September page of the calendar section (see appendix) and depicts the
Treading of Grapes. Aswas customary in calendars of books of hours, each month of the Henry V111
calendar features a particular agrarian labor traditional to that time of year.

The hand used throughout the manuscript is awell-executed French batarde. | chose to use instead,
however, ahand | had used for a previous scroll assignment of which | am particularly fond: the hand of
Swiss chronicler, Diebold Schilling

The Chronicle book hand of Diebold Schilling

Diebold Schiller created three Chroniclesin service to the city of Bern, Switzerland during the later 15™
century. Of these, the Spiezer Chronicle was his last, completed shortly before his death in 1486. > Written
in Schiller’s own hand, the manuscript features an elegant cursive with several intriguing letterforms:
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Pfister, detail of text at bottom of page

! Wieck et a., pp. 6-9
2 Finns Fine Books.
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Pfister, detail of caption text at top of page

Stadtwanderer Blog, detail of caption text at top of page

Sadtwanderer Blog, detail of text at bottom of page

Sample Letterforms
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note the unique elongate and looped | elongated descender, ~ €longated descender,
formof g heavily stroked f unlooped ascender unlooped ascender

Materialsfor my piece

Ground: | chose to use pergamenata paper, a 100% cellulose paper madein Italy. It has the appearance of
parchment, but is much less costly.

Ink: Higgins Black Magic India I nk.

Pen: Brause calligraphy nibs.

Problems encountered

The calligraphy was calligraphed under alooming deadline, and was rather rushed. | found that my
calligraphy departed from Diebold Schilling’'s hand on a number of letterforms, and is generally less
cursive. | borrowed several letterforms from the batarde handsillustrated in David Harris's The Art of
Calligrpahy, especially the lower-case d and b. | would like to create a more studied ductus of Schiller’s
hand for future use.
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Appendix A —Folio 5 of theHours of Henry VII|

From The Hours of Henry VII1 by Roger S. Wieck, et al.
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